[image: ]



2024 Watershed Fund Capacity Support Application Form
This Word document is provided for applicants’ convenience and may not be used to submit proposals to the Watershed Fund. Proposals must be submitted via the online 2024 Capacity Support Application Form. More details on eligible projects, grant requirements, the award process, and examples of previously funded proposals and budgets are provided in the Request for Proposals.

There are no word limits in the application form, but our Watershed Fund reviewers appreciate you keeping your answers as succinct as possible. Take the space you need to fully explain your project and expected outcomes, but keep your answers to no more than 400 words wherever possible.

Online application form questions

Organization Search
Before you begin your application, the application form will ask for your organization’s EIN (Tax ID) or UEI (registration number in SAM.gov). Please enter the number for the organization that will be fiscally responsible for this grant. This may be your own organization or your organization’s fiscal sponsor.

Applicant Information
· Name of your organization
· Name of your organization’s fiscal sponsor, if applicable
a. Fill in only if a fiscal sponsor will be administering any grant funding you receive
· Name of person submitting this proposal (Applicant)
· Applicant’s Phone number
· Applicant’s Email

Project Basics
· Capacity-Building Project Title
· Total amount of funding requested from the MWCC Watershed Fund
a. Maximum $5,000

Proposal Questions
1. Briefly describe your organization’s mission and goals.
2. Summarize how requested funds would be used, including what targeted community conservation goals, concerns, or limitations will be addressed.
3. Project description and deliverables. Include:
a. Proposed project timeline
b. How the project will enable your organization to more sustainably and effectively pursue targeted watershed conservation goals identified within your community
c. What deliverables you expect to arise from this project. Include both quantifiable targets (number of community partners engaged, number of events hosted, etc.) and specific products (reports, plans, webinars, guidebooks, etc.)
4. Describe how this project implements the following principles of the Watershed Approach to conservation:
a. Is community-based and community-driven
b. Ensures broad community involvement and inclusion
c. Relies on local leadership
d. Encourages collaboration with partners in the watershed. In your response, please include a list of key project partners and their roles.
5. Project Budget Upload.
a. Fill in and upload your proposed Project Budget, using the Capacity Support Project Budget Proposal spreadsheet.
i. [bookmark: _heading=h.50dyyuarkxap]Match funding is not required for Capacity Support grants but is encouraged to maximize the impacts of this funding and our partners’ programs. 
ii. [bookmark: _heading=h.c05gl1ii8ioa]Ensure that your budget provides clear, realistic details on costs for each line item, for both requested funds and match, if applicable.
iii. Fill out your organization name and project title in the appropriate fields.
iv. [bookmark: _heading=h.ijoxozt9vlfr]See these examples of successful Project Budget Proposals that provide clear, specific explanations of budget line items.
1. Example 1
2. Example 2
3. The format of our project budget template has been simplified, so please use the updated project budget template linked here for your proposed budget.
6. Upload your organization's budget for the current fiscal year.
a. This budget may be in whatever format your organization uses.
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